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Bonus Checklist 10 Costly Budget Surprises

Renovating your home is an exciting investment, but hidden costs can
quickly derail your budget. Use this checklist to identify 10 commonly
overlooked remodeling expenses—and how to avoid them.

_ | Permit & Inspection Fees

P

¢ The Hidden Cost: Many homeowners assume permits are included, but
costs vary based on location and project scope.

4 How to Avoid It: Get a detailed permit estimate upfront and confirm if
your contractor includes handling the permits.

| Structural Issues Discovered After Demolition

~

¢ The Hidden Cost: Water damage, mold, or outdated wiring behind walls
can add thousands to your budget.

4 How to Avoid It: Do a pre-remodel inspection to catch issues before they
become expensive surprises.

| Material Cost Increases & Supply Chain Delays

P

¢ The Hidden Cost: The price of materials (wood, tile, fixtures) can fluctuate,
and delays mean project slowdowns.

4 How to Avoid It: Lock in pricing early and order materials before
construction begins to prevent delays.

_| Relocating Plumbing & Electrical Work

§ The Hidden Cost: Moving plumbing or rewiring a kitchen can quickly add
thousands in labor and materials.

4 How to Avoid It: If the existing layout is inefficient, consider optimizing the
space for better functionality. However, ensure a clear cost estimate

upfront for any plumbing or electrical relocation to avoid budget surprises.
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-] Change Orders & Last-Minute Upgrades

~

¢ The Hidden Cost: Changing materials or adding features mid-project
leads to expensive contractor markups.

4 How to Avoid It: Make all design choices before work begins and stick to
the plan.

_| Temporary Living Costs During Construction

P

¢ The Hidden Cost: If the remodel takes longer than expected, you may
need to stay elsewhere or eat out more often.

4 How to Avoid It: Ask for a realistic timeline and plan for temporary
accommodations if needed.

| Underestimating Cleanup & Disposal Fees

pe

§ The Hidden Cost: Demolition waste, old cabinets, and flooring removal
often come with unexpected disposal costs.

4 How to Avoid It: Ensure cleanup and haul-away costs are included in your
contract.

-] Outdated or Non-Compliant Home Codes

Pe

§ The Hidden Cost: Older homes may need electrical, plumbing, or HVAC
updates to meet current building codes.

4 How to Avoid It: Have a contractor inspect for code compliance

issues before finalizing your budget.

| Custom Work Takes Time & Investment

Pe

¢ The Hidden Cost: High-end custom cabinetry, intricate tile work, or luxury
finishes require additional labor and premium materials, leading to higher
costs.

4 How to Avoid It: If custom work is your priority, set a realistic

budget upfront and work with your contractor to ensure a detailed plan and
timeline to achieve your desired outcome without unexpected expenses.
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_i] Contractor’s “Fine Print” & Hidden Fees

¢ The Hidden Cost: Some contractors charge extra for labor overages, rush
fees, or unexpected material costs.

4 How to Avoid It: Review the contract carefully and ask for a “fixed-price”
contract whenever possible.

Bonus Tip:

Choose a contractor who provides a detailed remodeling blueprint with a
guaranteed price and timeline to avoid budget surprises.

Want a Stress-Free Remodel?

With the Remodeling Blueprint™, you'll get a step-by-step, expert-guided
plan to ensure your remodel is executed flawlessly, on time, and on budget—
without stress or surprises.

Call or text now to secure your Remodeling Blueprint™!

€. 832-802-7127
(X Send the message: "We’re ready to move forward with the Remodeling Blueprint™!"

+ Your dream remodel starts with a plan—don’t wait!
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Copyright Notices
Copyright Notices Copyright © 2025 HGI Remodeling. All rights reserved.

No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or
by any means, mechanical or electronic, including photocopying and
recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system, without
permission in writing from the publisher.

Legal Notices While all attempts have been made to verify information
provided in this publication, neither the author nor the Publisher assumes
any responsibility for errors, omissions, or contrary interpretation of the
subject matter herein.

This publication is not intended for use as a source of legal or investment
advice.

The Publisher wants to stress that the information contained herein may be
subject to varying state and/or local laws or regulations.

All users are advised to retain competent counsel to determine what state
and/or local laws or regulations may apply to the user's particular situations.
The purchaser or reader of this publication assumes responsibility for the use
of these materials and information.

Adherence to all applicable laws and regulations, federal, state, and local,
governing professional licensing, business practices, advertising, and all
other aspects of doing business in the United States or any other jurisdiction
is the sole responsibility of the purchaser or reader.

The author and Publisher assume no responsibility or liability whatsoever on
the behalf of any purchaser or reader of these materials.

Any perceived slights of specific people or organizations are unintentional.
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