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The Meaning of the Kiss

The act of a kiss transcends mere physicality; it embodies a profound exchange of
love, trust, and commitment. In the realm of faith, the kiss takes on a deeper
significance, reflecting our relationship with the divine. It symbolizes the intimate
connection we share with God, a union that is both intimate and sacred. The kiss is
not just an expression of affection; it is a divine invitation to experience the grace and
mercy that flow from the heart of Christ. As we ponder this act, we can see it as a
beautiful metaphor for our journey of faith, where each kiss represents a moment of

surrender and acceptance of God’s will in our lives.

In the context of the cross, the kiss becomes a powerful reminder of sacrifice and
redemption. Jesus, through His own surrender, offered us the ultimate kiss of love—one
that cost Him everything. This divine act of love, displayed on the cross, invites us to
embrace our own crosses with courage and purpose. Just as a kiss can convey deep
emotion and connection, the cross illustrates the depth of God’s love for humanity. It
challenges us to reflect on how we respond to this love, urging us to let it transform our
hearts and inspire our actions. In recognizing the significance of this kiss, we are called

to live out our faith with the same fervor and commitment.

Moreover, the kiss serves as a bridge between the earthly and the divine. It connects us to
the promise of the crown that awaits those who faithfully follow Christ. This crown is not
merely a symbol of victory; it represents the culmination of a life spent in pursuit of holiness
and obedience. When we kiss the Son, we acknowledge His authority and sovereignty in our
lives. This act of submission opens the door to experiencing the fullness of life that He offers,
a life marked by joy, peace, and fulfillment. The kiss becomes a daily reminder of our hope in

Christ, sustaining us as we navigate the challenges of our journey toward the crown.
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As we explore the meaning of the kiss, we also recognize its communal aspect. In a
world that often feels divided, the kiss can unite us in love and purpose. It beckons us
to extend grace to one another, embodying the love that Christ showed us. When we
embrace this divine love, it transforms not only our individual lives but also the
communities we inhabit. Each kiss we share becomes a testament to our faith, a
declaration that love is stronger than any division or strife. As we gather around the
table of fellowship, commemorating the kiss of peace, we reinforce our commitment to

live in harmony, reflecting the heart of Christ in our relationships.

The meaning of the kiss encapsulates the essence of our faith journey. It invites us
to experience the depth of God’s love, challenges us to bear our crosses with
grace, and encourages us to look forward to the crown that awaits us. As we
meditate on the significance of the kiss, we are reminded that our lives are a series
of divine encounters, each one an opportunity to engage with God’s transformative
love. Embracing the kiss means embracing our calling—to live a life that reflects the
beauty of the cross and the promise of the crown, inspiring others to do the same

in their own journeys of faith.

Embracing Love and Grace

In the journey of faith, embracing love and grace becomes our lifeline, a divine embrace that
transforms us from the inside out. The act of love, as demonstrated by Christ on the cross, is
not merely a historical event but a present reality that invites us into a deeper relationship
with the divine. This love is not conditional; it does not waver based on our performance or
failures. Instead, it offers a steadfast assurance that we are cherished, valued, and called to
partake in a grander narrative. When we accept this love, we are not just recipients but also

ambassadors of it, called to reflect this grace in our daily interactions.
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Grace, in its purest form, is the unmerited favor of God, a gift that we could never earn
yet is freely given. It is in acknowledging our imperfections and shortcomings that we
begin to understand the depth of this grace. As we navigate the complexities of life,
we often find ourselves grappling with guilt, shame, or regret. However, embracing
grace means recognizing that these burdens do not define us; rather, they are
opportunities for transformation. When we allow grace to permeate our hearts, we
begin to extend it to others, fostering an environment where love flourishes. This cycle

of love and grace cultivates a community grounded in understanding and compassion.

The cross serves as a powerful symbol of love and grace intertwined. It reminds us
of the lengths to which God went to reclaim us, illustrating that love often requires
sacrifice. Each time we reflect on the cross, we are confronted with the reality of
grace-a grace that calls us to forgive, to let go, and to love unconditionally. It
challenges us to rise above our instinctual responses and to choose a path that
mirrors Christ’s love. In doing so, we find ourselves transformed; our hearts soften,

our perspectives shift, and we begin to see the world through a lens of grace.
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As we embrace love and grace, we are also invited to embody these virtues in our daily
lives. This means actively seeking ways to demonstrate love in tangible forms, whether
through acts of kindness, words of encouragement, or offering our time to those in
need. Each small gesture contributes to a larger tapestry of divine love that has the
power to change lives. Furthermore, embracing grace allows us to approach
relationships with humility, recognizing that we all walk a unique path marked by
struggles and triumphs. This understanding fosters deeper connections, encouraging

us to support one another in our respective journeys.

Embracing love and grace is a transformative experience that leads us closer to our
divine calling. It shapes our identities as children of God, reminding us that we are
not alone in our struggles. By accepting love and extending grace, we align ourselves
with the heart of God, becoming vessels of His light in a world that desperately
needs it. This beautiful intertwining of love and grace not only elevates our own lives
but also empowers us to impact the lives of others, drawing them into the embrace

of the divine kiss that invites all to the cross and calls them to the crown.

The Transformative Nature of Divine
Affection

Divine affection is not merely a sentiment; it is a profound force that alters the very
fabric of our existence. When we encounter the transformative nature of this affection,
we are invited into a relationship that transcends our understanding and reshapes our
identity. The love of God, epitomized in the sacrifice of the cross, is a divine kiss that
awakens our spirits, reminding us that we are not defined by our past failures or
shortcomings but by the immeasurable grace that flows from the heart of the Creator.
This kiss is not just a gentle caress; it is a life-altering embrace that calls us into a new

reality, where we are cherished and empowered to live purposefully.
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As we reflect on the cross, we see the
ultimate expression of divine
affection. It is here that the depth of
God’s love is displayed in the
willingness to endure suffering for our
sake. This act serves as a reminder
that true love often requires sacrifice,
and in that sacrifice, we find our own
transformation. The cross invites us to
lay down our burdens, our fears, and
our insecurities, exchanging them for
the freedom that comes from
knowing we are deeply loved. This
exchange is where we begin to shed
the old self and embrace a new
identity, one that is rooted in divine

acceptance and purpose.
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The kiss of divine affection does not stop at the
cross; it extends to the promise of the crown. As
we accept this love, we are not only transformed
but also commissioned for greatness. We are
called to rise up and walk in the authority that
comes from being beloved children of God. This
empowerment enables us to face the challenges
of life with courage and grace, knowing that we
are not alone in our journey. The crown
represents our inheritance, a reminder that we

are destined for a life of victory and purpose.

Our transformation through divine
affection equips us to impact the world
around us, reflecting the light and love

we have received.
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In the journey of faith, the transformative nature of
divine affection continually unfolds. Each moment spent
in communion with God reveals new depths of His love,
urging us to respond with our own affection. As we grow
in this relationship, we begin to see ourselves through
His eyes, recognizing our worth and potential. This
transformation is not a one-time event but a continuous
process, inviting us to delve deeper into the richness of
divine love. It beckons us to share this love with others,
creating a ripple effect that can change lives and

communities.

The transformative nature of divine affection leads us
back to the heart of our faith: the kiss, the cross, and the
crown. Each element interweaves beautifully, illustrating
a journey from love to sacrifice and ultimately to victory.
As we embrace this journey, we are reminded that we are
not just recipients of divine affection, but also conduits of
that love. We are called to reflect the transformative
power of God’s love in our interactions, championing
hope, healing, and restoration in a world that so
desperately needs it. In this divine dance of affection, we
find our purpose and calling, forever marked by the kiss

that has transformed our lives.



cripture Study

Key Scriptures:
Matthew 26:47-50, Luke
22:47-48, John 18:1-11




Three Key
Themes

1. Prophecy Fulfilled:
The Foretelling of
Betrayal

The betrayal of Jesus was not an

unexpected twist in the story of

redemption. It had been prophesied

centuries before in the Old Testament.

Psalm 419 states, “Even my close
friend, someone | trusted, one who
shared my bread, has turned against
me.” This prophecy finds fulfillment in
Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve
disciples, who walked alongside Jesus
for three years yet ultimately turned
away. The fact that Jesus’ betrayal was
foretold reminds us that God’s plan
was always in motion—nothing
happened outside of His sovereign

will.

Page 10

2. The Power of
Deception: A Heart
Led Astray

Judas’ story is a tragic lesson on the
dangers of unchecked sin. He had
witnessed Jesus’ miracles, heard His
divine teachings, and participated in
ministry, yet greed and disillusionment
took root in his heart. In Matthew
26:14-16, Judas agreed to betray Jesus
for thirty pieces of silver—an amount
equivalent to the price of a common
slave (Exodus 21:32). This reveals how
easily human desires can distort our
perception of what truly matters. It
also warns us that external closeness
to Jesus does not guarantee inner
transformation; the heart must be fully

surrendered to Him.



3. Jesus’ Compassion Even in Betrayal

Despite knowing Judas’ intentions, Jesus extended love and mercy.
In Matthew 26:50, as Judas approached to betray Him with a kiss,
Jesus addressed him as “friend.” This response is remarkable. Even
in the face of betrayal, Jesus did not retaliate with anger but
instead displayed grace. This challenges us in how we respond to
those who hurt us. Are we willing to extend love and forgiveness,

even when wronged?

Biblical Insights

Judas Iscariot’s betrayal is one of the most heartbreaking
moments in Jesus’ story. How could someone so close to
Jesus—someone who had witnessed His miracles, heard
His teachings, and shared meals with Him-turn against
Him? The answer reveals a hard truth: proximity to Christ

does not guarantee faithfulness.

For thirty pieces of silver, Judas traded his Savior for
temporary gain. Yet, even in betrayal, Jesus did not lash
out. Instead, He displayed mercy, calling Judas “friend”
and surrendering willingly. This moment teaches us about
forgiveness, grace, and the dangers of allowing greed or

selfish desires to cloud our judgment.
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Reflection Questions

1. What do you think motivated Judas to betray Jesus?

2. Have you ever felt betrayed? How did you respond, and
how does Jesus’ response to Judas challenge you?

3. How can we guard our hearts against deception and
misplaced priorities like Judas?

4. How does Jesus’ treatment of Judas challenge us to love
even those who hurt us?

5. Read Psalm 41:9. How does this prophecy connect with the
betrayal of Jesus?

Your Answers

Feel free to write down your answers or any after-reading insights and thoughts.

1.

2
3.
4
5




Daily Devotionals

Day 1 - The Cost of Betrayal (Matthew 26:14-16)

Reflect on how small compromises can lead to bigger betrayals in our
faith.

Day 2 - The Kiss of Deception (Luke 22:47-48)

Jesus called Judas “friend” even in betrayal. How do we show love to
our enemies?

Day 3 - The Power of Regret (Matthew 27:3-5)

Judas regretted his actions but didn’t seek true repentance. How do we
handle guilt?

Day 4 - God's Sovereign Plan (Acts 2:23)

Even Judas’ betrayal was part of God’s plan for salvation. How does this
encourage us?

Day 5 - Faithfulness in Small Things (Luke 16:109)

How do small daily choices show our loyalty or disloyalty to Christ?
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Memory Verse

-7 Matthew 26:48-49 — "Now the betrayer had
given them a sign, saying, "The one | will kiss is the

man; seize him.” And he came up to Jesus at once
and said, ‘Greetings, Rabbi” And he kissed him."

Hymn Suggestion

s “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” - Reflect on how
Jesus understands betrayal and sorrow.

Prayer Exercise

A Prayer of Surrender: Ask God to help you trust Him
when facing betrayal or hurt. Pray for strength to forgive
as Jesus did.

Bible Map

? Map of Jerusalem & Gethsemane

Shows the path from the Upper Room of the Last Supper
to the Garden of Gethsemane.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bVgfTcb_YWE
https://www.jesus-story.net/the-road-to-calvary/

Journaling Prompt

Write about a time you struggled with betrayal or disloyalty.
How did God use it to teach you?
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The Lamb Surrenders




Understanding
Sacrifice

Understanding sacrifice is a profound
journey that speaks to the heart of our
faith. It invites us to reflect deeply on
what it truly means to lay down our
lives for something greater than
ourselves. In a world where self-
interest often reigns supreme, the
concept of sacrifice challenges us to
consider the greater good and to
embody love in its most selfless form.
The act of sacrifice is not merely about
giving up something; it is about
embracing a transformative love that
compels us to reach beyond our own
desires and comforts, echoing the
ultimate expression of love displayed

on the Cross.
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At the center of this exploration lies
the understanding of the Cross,
which stands as a symbol of both
suffering and redemption. It is here
that we find the essence of sacrifice,
exemplified by Jesus, who willingly
bore the weight of the world’s sin.
His sacrifice was not an act of defeat
but a profound victory that altered
the course of humanity. The Cross
calls us to a life of surrender, urging
us to let go of our own plans and
ambitions in order to align with the
divine purpose. In embracing this
call, we discover that true fulfillment
lies not in what we gain but in what
we give, echoing the message of the
Gospel that invites us to serve others

as Christ served us.



To understand sacrifice is to recognize the dual nature of love: it is both a gift
and a call to action. When we sacrifice, we are not simply relinquishing
something we value; we are opening ourselves to a deeper connection with God
and others. This connection fosters a community built on compassion, empathy,
and mutual support. In our sacrifices, we reflect the heart of Christ, who taught
us that love is most powerfully expressed through acts of kindness and
selflessness. Each time we choose to sacrifice, we contribute to a tapestry of
grace that weaves us closer to the divine and to one another, reinforcing the

bonds of our shared faith.




Moreover, understanding sacrifice invites us to confront the fears and challenges
that often accompany it. Sacrifice requires courage; it demands that we confront
our insecurities and the potential for loss. However, it is in these moments of
vulnerability that we often find our greatest strength. By leaning into our faith, we
transform our fears into opportunities for growth. Each sacrifice becomes a
stepping stone towards spiritual maturity, allowing us to experience the divine kiss
of grace that empowers us to rise above adversity. As we navigate these challenges,
we are reminded that every act of sacrifice creates ripples of change, influencing

lives in ways we may never fully comprehend.

The call to sacrifice is a call to embrace our identity as children of the King. The
crown that awaits us is not one of earthly riches but of eternal significance, forged
through our willingness to love without reservation. As we understand and
embody the essence of sacrifice, we align ourselves with the values of the
Kingdom, where love reigns supreme. In this divine exchange, we are transformed
by the Cross and empowered to live out our calling, sharing the beauty of sacrifice

with a world in desperate need of hope and healing.

The Weight of Our Sins

The weight of our sins is a burden that many carry in silence, often feeling isolated
under the heaviness of guilt and shame. Yet, the truth is that we are not alone in this
struggle. Each of us has experienced the sting of our shortcomings, the moments when
we have fallen short of the glory that God intends for us. This weight can feel
insurmountable, casting shadows over our hearts and obscuring the light of hope. Yet,
it is precisely in recognizing this weight that we can begin to understand the profound

beauty of grace and the transformative power of the cross.
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When we acknowledge our sins, we confront the reality
of our human condition, which is marked by imperfection
and frailty. The acknowledgment is not meant to lead us
to despair but rather to awaken us to the need for
redemption. The cross stands as a poignant reminder of
this journey. It symbolizes a bridge between our sinful
nature and the pure love of Christ, who bore the weight
of our transgressions. In His sacrifice, we find not only the
forgiveness of our sins but also the invitation to lay our
burdens at His feet, where they are met with mercy and

compassion.

As we delve deeper into the significance of the cross, we
realize that it is through this act of love that we are called
to transformation. The weight of our sins does not have
to define us; instead, it can propel us toward a greater
understanding of our identity in Christ. The divine kiss of
grace envelops us, assuring us that we are valued and
cherished despite our flaws. This divine embrace
encourages us to rise from our past, shedding the layers
of guilt that threaten to suffocate our spirits. In the light
of His love, we find the courage to move forward,

renewed and empowered.



The journey from the weight of our sins to the promise of the crown is not a straight
path; it is filled with trials that test our faith. Yet, each step taken in faith leads us closer
to the heart of God. We are reminded that the crown awaits those who persevere, who
choose to embrace their weaknesses and allow God’s strength to shine through them.
It is in our moments of vulnerability that His power is made perfect, transforming our
shortcomings into testimonies of His grace. The crown symbolizes not only victory

over sin but also the fulfillment of our purpose as beloved children of the King.

As we reflect on the weight of our sins, let us not be discouraged but rather inspired
by the hope found in the cross. We are called to a higher purpose, one that
transcends our failures and points us toward the eternal glory that awaits us. The
divine kiss of grace assures us that we are never beyond redemption. Embracing this
truth allows us to live boldly, knowing that our past does not dictate our future. With
each day, may we continue to seek the crown that is promised to us, walking in faith

and transformed by the love that was demonstrated on the cross.

The Path to Forgiveness

Forgiveness is often seen as a daunting task, a mountain too high to climb. Yet, in
the journey of faith, it is essential to understand that forgiveness is not just an act; it
is a transformative process that leads us closer to the heart of God. When we
reflect on the cross, we see the ultimate sacrifice made with love and grace,
offering us a profound example of how to forgive. This divine act of love beckons
us to let go of our burdens and to embrace the freedom that comes from releasing

the weight of bitterness and resentment.
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As we walk along this path, we encounter
moments of struggle and doubt. It is
easy to cling to the hurt, to let the
wounds of the past define our present.
However, the cross invites us to look
beyond our pain and to understand that
forgiveness is a gift we give not only to
others but also to ourselves. It is through
this lens of grace that we begin to
recognize the power of forgiveness to
heal our hearts. Each step we take
toward forgiving others draws us nearer
to the divine love that resides within us,

illuminating the shadows of our souls.
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The journey of forgiveness is often
marked by the need for courage and
vulnerability. It requires us to confront
our fears and to acknowledge the depth
of our pain. Yet, it is in this raw honesty
that we discover the strength of our faith.
By surrendering our hurt to God, we open
ourselves to the possibility of
transformation. The divine kiss of
forgiveness reminds us that we are never
alone in our struggles; Jesus walks beside
us, guiding us through the valleys of
doubt and despair, encouraging us to rise

above the ashes of our grievances.

As we continue on this path, we may find
that forgiveness does not mean forgetting or
excusing the wrongs done to us. Instead, it
means choosing to release the hold that
these experiences have on our lives. It is a
conscious decision to allow God'’s love to
permeate our hearts, healing the wounds
that threaten to keep us anchored in the
past. With each act of forgiveness, we not
only reflect the character of Christ but also
pave the way for our own liberation. We are
called to embrace this journey, for it is
through forgiveness that we truly
understand the depth of God’s love and the

grace that flows from the cross.



The path to forgiveness leads us to a crown of hope and restoration. It is a journey
that transforms not just our relationships with others but also deepens our
relationship with God. As we forgive, we mirror the divine kiss of grace bestowed
upon us, becoming vessels of His love in a world desperate for healing. This

calling to forgive is a testament to our faith, an invitation to rise above our
circumstances and to live in the fullness of His promises. In this sacred process,
we find not only peace but also the joy that comes from walking in the light of His

love, forever changed by the transformative power of the cross.
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Scripture Study

Key Scriptures: Matthew 26:36-46, Luke
22:39-46

Three Key Themes

1. The Garden of Gethsemane: A Place of Agony and

Prayer

Gethsemane, meaning “olive press,” was a secluded grove where Jesus often went to
pray. The imagery of the olive press is significant—just as olives are crushed to produce
oil, Jesus was about to be crushed under the weight of humanity’s sin. Luke 22:44
describes His anguish as so intense that His sweat became like drops of blood, a rare
medical condition known as hematidrosis, which occurs under extreme stress. This

moment showcases Jesus’ full humanity as He grappled with the suffering ahead.

2. The Struggle of Surrender: ‘Not My Will, But Yours
Be Done’

Jesus’ prayer in Gethsemane is one of the most profound expressions of submission in
Scripture. He knew the agony that awaited Him-the physical torment of crucifixion and
the spiritual burden of bearing sin. Yet, rather than resist, He prayed, “Father, if You are
willing, take this cup from Me; yet not My will, but Yours be done” (Luke 22:42). This
prayer teaches us that surrendering to God’s will is often difficult but always necessary.

It is a model for our own lives when we face trials and uncertainties.
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3. Spiritual Vigilance: The
Disciples’ Failure to Stay Awake

Three times, Jesus found His disciples sleeping instead of
praying (Matthew 26:40-45). This moment highlights the
contrast between Jesus’ spiritual alertness and the
disciples’ weakness. While Jesus was preparing through
prayer, the disciples succumbed to physical exhaustion.
Their failure serves as a warning—spiritual battles require
spiritual preparedness. As believers, we must cultivate a
habit of prayer and watchfulness so that we do not fall into

temptation (Matthew 26:41).

Biblical Insights

Jesus’ time in Gethsemane was one of the most intense
moments of His life. His humanity was fully on display as
He wrestled with the reality of the suffering ahead. The
weight of the world’s sin was upon Him, and His anguish
was so deep that His sweat became like drops of blood.

Yet, in the midst of sorrow, Jesus chose obedience.

This moment teaches us the cost of surrendering to God’s
will. While our struggles may not compare to Jesus’ agony,
we often face difficult choices between our desires and
God’s plans. Jesus’ example reminds us that obedience,

though difficult, is the path to true victory.



Reflection Questions

1.

Why do you think Jesus asked for the “cup” to pass but still
surrendered to God’s will?

How do you respond when faced with difficult situations that
require surrender to God?

What lessons can we learn from the disciples’ failure to stay
awake and pray?

How does Jesus’ prayer in Gethsemane serve as a model for
our own prayers during trials?

What practical steps can we take to stay spiritually alert and
avoid falling into complacency?

Your Answers

Feel free to write down your answers or any after-reading insights and thoughts.

1.

2
3.
4
5




Daily Devotionals

Day 1 - The Weight of Surrender (Luke 22:41-44)

Jesus surrendered to the Father’s will. What area of your life is hard to

surrender?

Day 2 - The Sleepy Disciples (Matthew 26:40-41)

What does it mean to “watch and pray” in our daily lives?

Day 3 - The Cup of Suffering (Isaiah 53:10)

Jesus willingly drank the cup of suffering for us. How does this deepen

your love for Him?

Day 4 - Responding to Trials (Romans 5:3-5)

How can trials refine and strengthen our faith?
Day 5 - Strength Through Prayer (Philippians 4:6-7)

How does prayer equip us to surrender our struggles?
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Memory Verse

-7 Luke 22:42 - "Father, if you are willing, remove this
cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be
done”

Hymn Suggestion

9 “| Surrender All” - A song of yielding to God’s will,
just as Jesus did in the garden.

Prayer Exercise

2\ Prayer of Obedience: Spend 5 minutes in silence,
listening for God’s guidance in areas of your life where
surrender is needed.

Bible Map
? Gethsemane to the High Priest’s House

Shows the route Jesus was taken after His arrest.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j04Bx9pKwpU
https://www.jesuswalk.com/john/30_arrest.htm

Journaling Prompt

Write a prayer surrendering a difficult situation to God.
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The Trial of Innocence




Our Inheritance
in Christ

In the journey of faith, understanding
our inheritance in Christ is a
transformative revelation that
reshapes our identity and purpose.
The moment we accept Christ into
our lives, we are not just given
forgiveness; we are adopted into a
royal lineage. This divine adoption
comes with a wealth of spiritual
blessings, including grace, peace, and
the gift of eternal life. Our inheritance
is not merely a distant promise; it is a
present reality that empowers us to
navigate life’s challenges with
confidence and hope. It reminds us
that we are part of something much
greater than ourselves, a divine
narrative that unfolds through His

love and sacrifice.
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The cross stands at the center of our

inheritance, symbolizing both suffering
and triumph. Through Christ’s
sacrifice, we are freed from the
shackles of sin and death. The pain He
endured and the blood He shed are
not in vain; they serve as the gateway
to our new identity as co-heirs with
Him. This profound truth shifts our
perspective, inviting us to see our
struggles in light of His victory. When
we embrace the cross, we also
embrace the fullness of our
inheritance, recognizing that our trials
can become testimonies of His grace

and strength.



Page

32

As we delve deeper into our inheritance, we discover the
richness of being called to the crown. This calling is not just for
a select few; it extends to every believer. We are invited to
participate in the divine nature, to reflect the glory of Christ in
our daily lives. Our crown is a symbol of authority, purpose, and
destiny. It encourages us to rise above the mundane and to live
out our calling with passion and dedication, knowing that our
labor in the Lord is never in vain. We are called to reign with
Him, not just in the life to come, but in our present

circumstances.

The kiss of divine grace is the affirmation of our inheritance. In
moments of doubt and despair, we can lean into this gift,
reminding ourselves that we are cherished by the King. This
divine affection transforms our understanding of love,
empowering us to extend that same love to others. As we
experience the richness of God’s love, we are compelled to
share it, becoming conduits of His grace in a world longing for
hope. Our inheritance is not solely for our benefit; it is meant to
flow through us, impacting those around us and drawing them

closer to the heart of God.

Our inheritance in Christ calls us to a life of worship and
service. It invites us to reflect on the magnitude of what has
been bestowed upon us and to respond with gratitude and
obedience. As we grasp the depth of our identity as children
of the King, we are empowered to live boldly, to dream
without limits, and to embrace the unique callings placed
upon our lives. In this divine journey, we are reminded that we
are not just inheritors of a legacy; we are active participants in
the unfolding story of redemption, destined for greatness in

His kingdom.



The Promise of
Eternal Life

In the heart of our spiritual journey lies the

profound promise of eternal life, a gift bestowed

upon us through the sacrifice of the Cross. This

promise is not just a distant hope for the
afterlife; it is a transformative reality that
reshapes our present existence. The Cross
symbolizes the ultimate act of love and
redemption, inviting us into a relationship with

the Divine that transcends the boundaries of

time and mortality. Through this relationship, we

find assurance that our lives are part of a
greater narrative, one that leads us toward a

future filled with purpose and joy.
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Eternal life is not merely the idea of living
forever; it encompasses the fullness of life in
communion with God. The Divine Kiss we
receive through grace allows us to
experience the depths of His love, which in
turn ignites a passion within us to live fully
and purposefully. This life, infused with divine
presence, transforms our mundane struggles
into opportunities for growth and deeper
connection with the Creator. Every moment
becomes a chance to reflect the light of
Christ, reminding us that we are crafted for

eternity, not just for this temporal world.

As we embrace this promise, we are called to
a life of faith that mirrors the selflessness of
the Cross. This call invites us to step beyond
ourselves, to serve others, and to spread the
message of hope that eternal life brings. It
challenges us to live with intention,
understanding that our actions echo in
eternity. In doing so, we participate in the
divine narrative, becoming vessels of His
love, peace, and joy. The Crown that awaits
us is not just a reward; it is a testament to
our commitment to live out the values of the

Kingdom here and now.



The journey toward eternal life is marked by trials and tribulations, yet each
challenge serves to deepen our faith and resilience. The Cross reminds us that
suffering can lead to profound transformation, and in our moments of despair, we
are invited to lean into the promise of eternal life. It is through these experiences
that we gain insight into the heart of God, discovering the strength that comes from
relying on Him. Our struggles become pathways to understanding the depth of His

love and the richness of the eternal life He promises.

The promise of eternal life is an invitation to a vibrant, dynamic relationship with
God. It calls us to rise above the ordinary and to see our lives as part of His
extraordinary plan. As we navigate the complexities of life with faith, we are
reminded that the Divine Kiss is a daily encounter, a constant affirmation of our
worth and purpose. We are not just awaiting a future reward; we are actively living
out our calling to reflect the love of Christ, preparing ourselves for the glorious

Crown that awaits us in eternity.
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Living with
Purpose and
Destiny

Living with purpose and destiny is a
journey that requires us to embrace our
identity as beloved children of God. The
Divine Kiss, bestowed upon us through
grace, ignites a flame within our hearts
that calls us to a higher purpose. This
purpose is not merely a series of tasks to
accomplish but a profound alignment
with God'’s will for our lives. When we
open ourselves to His divine plan, we
discover that each moment is infused
with meaning, guiding us on a path that

reflects His goodness and glory.
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As we navigate the complexities of life,
we often encounter obstacles that
challenge our resolve and our
understanding of our purpose. It is in
these moments of struggle that the
significance of the Cross becomes
evident. The Cross symbolizes sacrifice,
love, and redemption—-reminding us that
our trials are not in vain. Each challenge
we face can be transformed into a
stepping stone towards our destiny if we
allow ourselves to be molded by God’s
hand. In surrendering our fears and
doubts, we gain the strength to
persevere, knowing that every hardship

shapes us for the calling that lies ahead.

Embracing our destiny means recognizing
the unique gifts and talents we have been
endowed with. Each of us has a specific
role in the grand tapestry of God’s
creation, and it is our responsibility to
seek out and cultivate these gifts. The
Kiss of Divine Love empowers us to step
boldly into our calling, encouraging us to
share our unique voice and perspective
with the world. When we live
authentically, guided by the light of our
faith, we not only fulfill our own purpose
but also inspire others to embark on their

own journeys of transformation.



Living with purpose also requires a commitment to community. We are not called to walk this
path alone; rather, we are invited to connect with others who share our faith and values. The
Crown represents not just personal achievement but also the collective triumph of the Body
of Christ. When we support and uplift one another, we create an environment where
everyone can thrive. Together, we can encourage one another to pursue our destinies,

reminding each other of the beauty and significance of our divine calling.

Furthermore, living with purpose and destiny is a sacred adventure that unfolds as we engage
deeply with our faith. It invites us to embrace the transformative power of the Cross and the
love of the Divine Kiss, leading us toward our ultimate calling. As we align ourselves with
God’s plan, we become beacons of hope and inspiration, demonstrating to the world that a
life lived in faith is a life rich with meaning and impact. Let us step boldly into our destinies,

knowing that we are cherished and called to wear the Crown of glory that awaits us.
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Scripture Study

Key Scriptures: Matthew
26:57-68, Mark 14:53-65,
Luke 22:66-71

Three Key Themes

1. The Unjust Trial: A Violation of
Jewish Law

Jesus’ trial before the Sanhedrin was not a fair proceeding
but a corrupt, predetermined verdict. Jewish law required
trials to be held during the day and with due process, yet
Jesus was tried at night in secrecy (Mark 14:53-65). The
religious leaders were not interested in justice but in
securing a death sentence. This event highlights the deep
hypocrisy of those who claimed to uphold God’s law while

violating it to achieve their own desires.



2. Jesus’ Silence: A Fulfillment
of Prophecy

Despite the false accusations against Him, Jesus remained
silent. This fulfilled Isaiah 53:7: “He was oppressed and
afflicted, yet He did not open His mouth.” His silence was
not weakness but submission to God’s will. It also teaches
us an important lesson—-sometimes the most powerful
response to injustice is trusting God rather than defending

ourselves.




3. The High Priest’s Outrage:
Declaring His Identity

When the high priest demanded Jesus to state whether He was the Messiah, Jesus
boldly affirmed His identity: “You will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand
of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven” (Mark 14:62). This
statement sealed His fate in the eyes of the religious leaders. It was not just a
claim to Messiahship; it was a direct reference to Daniel 7:13-14, where the Son of
Man is given dominion and glory. The Sanhedrin understood this as a claim to

divinity, and they condemned Him to death.

Biblical Insights

Jesus’ trial was an utter mockery of justice. The religious leaders had already decided
His fate; they just needed an excuse. False witnesses were brought in, yet their
testimonies didn’t align. Finally, the high priest demanded Jesus to declare whether
He was the Messiah. When Jesus affirmed His identity, they condemned Him to

death.

This scene challenges us to consider how we respond to injustice.

Jesus remained silent, entrusting Himself to the Father. Do we have that same trust

when we face false accusations or mistreatment?
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Reflection Questions

1.

Why did Jesus remain silent before His accusers, and what
does that teach us?

H?ave you ever faced false accusations? How did you handle
it

How can we trust God when we experience injustice?

Why is it important to stand firm in faith even when falsely
accused or misunderstood?

How do Jesus’ words in Mark 14:62 confirm His identity and
mission?

Your Answers

Feel free to write down your answers or any after-reading insights and thoughts.

1.

2
3.
4
5
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Daily Devotionals

Day 1 - A False Trial (Mark 14:55-59)

Jesus was falsely accused but stayed silent. How do we react to
injustice?

Day 2 - The Power of Silence (Isaiah 53:7)

Jesus didn't defend Himself. When is it wise to stay silent rather than
argue?

Day 3 - Standing for Truth (John 18:37)

Jesus testified to truth. How do we stand firm in our faith when
challenged?

Day 4 - Trusting God’s Justice (Romans 12:19)

How do we entrust injustice to God rather than seek revenge?

Day 5 - Jesus Our Advocate (1 John 2:1)

Even when falsely accused, Jesus intercedes for us. How does this
encourage you?
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Memory Verse

-7 John 18:37 - "For this purpose | was born and for this
purpose | have come into the world-to bear witness to
the truth.”

Hymn Suggestion

s»¢ “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” - Encouragement to
stand for truth like Jesus did.

Prayer Exercise

2 Prayer for Courage: Ask God for strength to stand for
truth even when it’s difficult. Pray for those who are
persecuted for their faith.

Bible Map
? Sanhedrin Court & Pilate’s Judgment Hall

Shows the location of Jesus’ trials before religious and
Roman authorities.

Page 42


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8x7XfGHm7lE
https://www.jesuswalk.com/luke/103-pilate.htm

Journaling Prompt

Write about a time you faced false accusations. How did you
respond?

Page 43



e A. o]

— A’ -

o4

The Weight of the

Cross




From the very beginning, the narrative of
From Death to faith has been one of transformation, a
Life journey that moves from death to life. This
profound transition is not merely a
metaphor; it resonates in the very core of our
existence. The Cross, a symbol of suffering
and sacrifice, serves as the pivotal point
where despair meets hope. In this sacred
moment, we are invited to embrace the
divine kiss of grace that awakens our spirits
from the slumber of sin. The moment we
accept this gift, we step into a reality where
death no longer holds the final word, but

rather, life flourishes in its wake.

In experiencing this transformation, we find
that our old selves, bound by fear and regret,
are made new. The weight of past mistakes
and burdens dissipates under the light of
forgiveness that flows from the Cross. Each
scar, each moment of brokenness, becomes
a testament to the resilience of the human
spirit when touched by grace. As we
surrender our lives to the divine embrace, we
shed the chains of our former selves,

emerging as vessels of light. It is here, in this

sacred exchange, that we understand the
true meaning of resurrection—not just as a
historical event, but as a daily reality that

empowers us to live fully and freely.
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Embracing this journey from death to
life compels us to share the
transformative power of the Cross with
others. Our testimonies become living
proof of the miracle that unfolds when
we allow the divine kiss to reshape our
identities. We no longer walk in
isolation, for we are bound together by
a shared experience of grace. Each
encounter with another soul becomes
an opportunity to reflect the love we
have received, dispelling darkness and
igniting hope in those who feel
defeated. In this way, our lives become
beacons, quiding others towards the

everlasting light that is found in Christ.
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Moreover, this transformation is not a
one-time event; it is a continuous
process. As we navigate the
complexities of life, we are called to
daily engage with the Cross, allowing
its truth to permeate our hearts and
minds. In moments of doubt or
despair, we are reminded of the
resurrection power that resides within
us. Each trial becomes a stepping
stone, drawing us closer to the heart
of God. With each challenge, we find
ourselves not merely surviving but
thriving, as we trust in the promise of

life that transcends our circumstances.

The journey from death to life is a
celebration of hope, faith, and divine love. As
we understand our calling to the crown, we
recognize that we are heirs to a kingdom that
invites us to live boldly. We are reminded that
our identities are forever changed through
the divine kiss we receive in Christ. In
embracing this reality, we not only find
personal transformation but also become
instruments of change in the world around
us. Together, we can embody the hope of
resurrection, declaring with every heartbeat
that from death, indeed, springs forth a life

more abundant than we could ever imagine.



Renewing the Mind

In the journey of faith, renewing the mind is a transformative experience that aligns
our thoughts with the divine purpose woven into our lives by the cross. This renewal is
not merely about changing our thoughts; it is a profound shift in our understanding of
who we are in Christ. The kiss of grace, bestowed upon us through the sacrifice of
Jesus, invites us into a relationship that transcends our worldly concerns and fears. As
we immerse ourselves in this divine embrace, we begin to see ourselves through the

eyes of love and acceptance, which enables us to shed the burdens of quilt and shame.

To renew the mind is to engage in a daily practice of surrendering our old thought
patterns—those lies that tell us we are unworthy or incapable. The cross stands as a
powerful reminder that our past does not define our future. Each day, we are given the
grace to rise anew, to challenge the narratives that hold us back, and to embrace the
truth of our identity as beloved children of God. This process requires intentionality and
commitment, as we fill our minds with the word of God and allow His truth to penetrate
our hearts. When we dwell on His promises, we cultivate a mindset that reflects His

character, transforming our responses to the world around us.

As we renew our minds, we begin to align our desires with the heart of God. This alignment
brings clarity to our purpose and direction in our lives. The crown we are called to wear is not
merely a symbol of victory but also a representation of the responsibilities we carry as
ambassadors of Christ. Renewing our minds equips us to fulfill this calling with grace and
confidence. It empowers us to act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly before our God. Each
step we take in faith becomes a declaration of the transformative power of the cross,

reminding others of the hope found in Christ.
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Moreover, the community of believers plays a vital role in this renewal process. As we
gather together in faith, we encourage one another to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus,
the author and perfecter of our faith. Sharing our testimonies, praying for one another,
and holding each other accountable fosters an environment where minds can be
renewed and spirits can be uplifted. The divine kiss we receive is not only for our
personal journey but also for the collective growth of the body of Christ. Together, we
can challenge the status quo, speak life into our circumstances, and reflect the love of

God to a world that desperately needs it.

Renewing the mind is a journey that leads us closer to the heart of God. It invites us
to experience the fullness of His love and to walk boldly in the identity He has given
us. As we continually submit our thoughts and actions to Him, we find ourselves
transformed by His grace, empowered to live out our calling as heirs to the crown.
In this divine exchange, we discover that the kiss of grace is not a one-time event
but a continual invitation to deeper intimacy with our Creator, guiding us towards a

life that radiates His glory.

Walking in the Spirit

Walking in the Spirit is an invitation to embrace a life that transcends the ordinary, tapping
into the divine presence that resides within us. When we choose to walk in the Spirit, we align
our hearts and minds with the transformative power of God. This walk is not merely a passive
experience; it requires active participation and a conscious decision to surrender to the
guidance of the Holy Spirit. In this sacred journey, we are called to cultivate a deep
relationship with the divine, allowing His love to flow through us and manifest in our daily

lives.
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As we navigate our spiritual path, we must recognize that walking in the Spirit is
essential to living out our identity as beloved children of God. The Spirit empowers
us, filling our hearts with courage, wisdom, and strength that surpasses our human
limitations. With each step, we are reminded of the grace that covers us, allowing us
to overcome challenges that seem insurmountable. In moments of doubt or despair,
it is the Spirit that whispers hope into our hearts, urging us to trust in God’s plan and

timing.

Moreover, walking in the Spirit invites us to reflect the character of Christ in all
that we do. The fruits of the Spirit—love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control-become the markers of our journey. As
we surrender to the Spirit's work in our lives, these qualities begin to bloom,
transforming not only our own hearts but also the hearts of those around us. We
become vessels of divine love, influencing our families, communities, and beyond

with the light that shines through us.

The call to walk in the Spirit also challenges us to embrace a lifestyle of prayer and worship.
In cultivating a rhythm of communion with God, we create space for the Spirit to move freely
within us. Prayer becomes a lifeline, a way to express our dependence on Him and to seek
His guidance in every decision we make. As we worship, we align our spirits with His, allowing
our praises to rise as an offering that pleases the heart of God. This sacred connection
deepens our understanding of His nature and empowers us to live out our calling with fervor

and authenticity.

Walking in the Spirit is a journey toward our divine destiny, a life where we are continually
transformed by the cross and called to the crown. Each step we take in faith brings us closer
to the fullness of who we are meant to be in Christ. It is a path marked by surrender, trust,
and an unwavering commitment to follow His lead. As we walk in the Spirit, we not only
experience the profound love of God but also become co-laborers in His redemptive work,

bringing forth His kingdom here on earth.
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Scripture Study

Key Scripture: Luke 23:26-49, Matthew
27:27-56

Three Key Themes
1. The Journey to Golgotha: A Road of Suffering

After being scourged and beaten, Jesus was forced to carry His cross to the place of
execution. The weight of the wooden beam, combined with His blood loss, caused Him
to collapse. Simon of Cyrene was compelled to carry the cross for Him (Luke 23:26). This
act foreshadows the call to discipleship—Jesus tells us to take up our cross and follow

Him (Luke 9:23).

2. Crucifixion: The Ultimate Punishment

Crucifixion was a brutal method of execution used by the Romans to inflict maximum
suffering. Victims were nailed through the wrists and feet, causing immense pain and
slow suffocation. The physical agony of the cross was unimaginable, but the spiritual

suffering was even greater—Jesus bore the full weight of humanity’s sin.
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3. The Tearing of the
Veil: Access to God
Granted

At Jesus’ death, the temple veil was torn
in two from top to bottom (Matthew
27:51). This veil separated the Holy of
Holies—the place where God’s presence
dwelled—from the people. Its tearing
signified that through Jesus, access to
God was now open to all. No longer was
a human priest required to mediate;
Jesus Himself became our High Priest

(Hebrews 4:14-16).
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Biblical Insights

The journey to Golgotha, also called
“the Place of the Skull,” was one of
excruciating pain and immense
spiritual significance. After being
brutally flogged, Jesus was forced to
carry His cross through the streets of
Jerusalem. The weight of the wooden
beam was unbearable after the
severe beating He had endured. His
body, weakened by blood loss and
exhaustion, struggled under the
burden. Along the way, the Roman
soldiers forced Simon of Cyrene to

carry the cross for Him (Luke 23:26).

As Jesus reached Golgotha, He was nailed
to the cross, fulfilling the prophecy in Psalm
22:16: “They pierce My hands and My feet.”
The Roman method of crucifixion was
designed to maximize suffering—each
breath was agonizing, as the crucified
person had to push up on the nails in their
feet to relieve the suffocation caused by

their hanging position.



Reflection Questions

1. What does it mean to “take up your cross” as Jesus
instructed in Luke 9:237

2. How does Jesus’ physical suffering deepen your appreciation
for His sacrifice?

3. What does the tearing of the temple veil symbolize for your
personal relationship with God?

4, How does Simon of Cyrene’s act of carrying the cross relate
to helping others in their burdens today?

5. How does Jesus’ suffering help us endure our own trials?

Your Answers

Feel free to write down your answers or any after-reading insights and thoughts.

1.

2
3.
4
5
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Daily Devotionals

Day 1 - Bearing Our Cross (Luke 9:23)

What does it mean to take up your cross daily?

Day 2 - Jesus' Physical Suffering (Psalm 22:14-18)

Reflect on the depths of Jesus’ suffering for you.

Day 3 - The Centurion’s Confession (Matthew 27:54)

What led a Roman soldier to recognize Jesus as the Son of God?

Day 4 - The Power of the Blood (Hebrews 9:14)

How does Jesus’ sacrifice cleanse us from sin?

Day 5 - Love Displayed (Romans 5:8)

How does the cross prove God’s love for you personally?
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Memory Verse

-7 Isaiah 53:5 - "But he was pierced for our transgressions;
he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that
brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are
healed.”

Hymn Suggestion

i»d “When | Survey the Wondrous Cross” - A powerful
reflection on the sacrifice of Christ.

Prayer Exercise

s Prayer of Gratitude: Write a thank-you prayer to Jesus
for bearing your sins on the cross.

Bible Map

? Jerusalem to Golgotha

lllustrates the Via Dolorosa ("The Way of Suffering”), the
path Jesus walked to the cross.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tRfcehP0SLU
https://www.waynestiles.com/blog/the-via-dolorosa-and-the-true-way-of-suffering-jesus-walked/

Journaling Prompt

Write a letter to Jesus expressing your gratitude for the cross.

Page 55



Finished

05
It is




Answering the Call

In the journey of faith, there comes a moment for each believer when they feel the
unmistakable call of the Divine. It is a whisper in the depths of the soul, a gentle nudge that
stirs the heart and beckons one to rise from the ordinary into the extraordinary. This call is
not merely a request; it is a divine invitation to lean into the purpose for which we were
created. Just as the early disciples left their nets to follow Jesus, we too are summoned to

abandon our distractions and respond to the higher calling that awaits us.

Answering this call requires courage and faith. It invites us to step outside our comfort zones
and trust in the promises of God, even when the path ahead is shrouded in uncertainty. Each
of us is equipped with unique gifts and talents that the Lord has designed specifically for His
glory. Embracing this truth, we must recognize that our response to His call can lead to
transformation, not just in our own lives, but in the lives of those around us. As we journey
deeper into our faith, we discover that our personal transformation is intricately linked to the

larger narrative of God’s kingdom.
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The cross stands as a profound symbol
of this journey. It embodies the ultimate
sacrifice and the unconditional love that
Jesus demonstrated when He answered
His own call. In moments of doubt, we
can look to the cross as a reminder that
we are not alone in our struggles. The
pain and challenges we face on our path
to obedience can refine us, shaping our
character and deepening our reliance on
God. It is in these moments of surrender
that we find the strength to rise above

our circumstances and embrace the

divine purpose that calls us.
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Responding to the call also means
embracing our identity as heirs of the
kingdom. The crown that awaits us is not
merely a distant promise but a present
reality that informs our daily lives. As we
align ourselves with God’s will, we begin to
walk in the authority and confidence that
comes from knowing we are beloved
children of the King. This identity empowers
us to live boldly, share our faith, and serve
others with joy. In every act of kindness and
love, we reflect the heart of our Savior,
drawing others closer to the divine invitation

they too have received.

Answering the call is a lifelong journey of
discovery and growth. It is about being
attuned to the Holy Spirit’s leading,
continually seeking God’s guidance, and
being willing to adjust our sails as He directs
us. Each step we take in faith opens new
doors of opportunity and deepens our
relationship with the Father. As we embrace
this journey, we become vessels of His grace,
illuminating the world around us with the
light of His love. In answering the call, we not
only find our purpose but also become part
of a greater story that points to the divine
kiss of grace and the promise of the crown

that awaits us.
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The Cost of Following

The journey of faith often requires us to assess the cost
of following Christ. It is a path paved with moments of joy
and profound challenges. In the context of "The Kiss, The
Cross & The Crown,” this cost is not merely financial or
material; it is the surrender of our will, desires, and
sometimes even relationships. Jesus openly spoke about
the sacrifices involved in discipleship, urging us to take
up our cross and follow Him. This invitation is both a call
to greatness and a reminder that our commitment may

come with trials that test the very fabric of our faith.

The cost of following Christ can manifest in various
forms. For some, it may mean stepping away from
familiar comforts, leaving behind the safety of routine
and the company of those who do not share the same
convictions. This decision can be daunting, as the fear of
isolation or judgment looms large. Yet, as we embrace
this journey, we discover that true companionship is
found in the fellowship of believers who also seek the
crown. The shared experiences of struggle and triumph
bind us together, creating a new family rooted in love
and purpose, united by our commitment to the divine

kiss of grace.



Moreover, the cost of following often
requires us to confront our own
desires and ambitions. In a world that
constantly beckons us to pursue
success, power, and recognition,
Christ calls us to redefine greatness.
The call to humility and service can be
counter-cultural, challenging us to lay
down our ambitions at the foot of the
cross. It is here, in this sacred space of
surrender, that we find true freedom.
As we relinquish our hold on the
fleeting rewards of this life, we open
ourselves to receive the eternal
blessings that come from living in

alignment with God’s will.
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As we journey deeper into the heart
of God, we find that the sacrifices we
make are not in vain. In fact, they
become the very means through
which we experience transformation.
Each step taken in faith, each act of
obedience, chisels away at our old
selves, revealing the new creation
within. The divine kiss of acceptance
and love empowers us to rise above
our limitations and to embody the
very essence of Christ’s love in a

world that desperately needs it.



We learn that the cost of following is not a burden but a privilege, as it leads us closer
to the heart of God.

The cost of following is a pathway to the crown. It is a journey that invites us to
embrace both suffering and glory, reminding us that our trials are temporary, but
the rewards of faithfulness are eternal. The promise of the crown is not just a future
hope; it is a present reality that permeates our lives as we walk in obedience and
love. As we navigate the complexities of faith, let us remember that every sacrifice
made in His name is an investment in our eternal inheritance, leading us to a life

marked by purpose, joy, and the assurance of His everlasting presence.

Bearing Fruit in Faith

Bearing fruit in faith is a profound journey that transforms not only the individual
but the community around them. As believers, we are invited to cultivate a deep
relationship with Christ, who embodies the essence of love and grace. When we
fully embrace His sacrifice on the cross, we unlock the potential for our lives to
bear fruit that reflects His character. This fruit is not merely an outward display of
good works; it is a vibrant manifestation of our inner transformation and a

testimony of His power working within us.

The process of bearing fruit begins with a heart fully surrendered to Christ. In this
surrender, we acknowledge our dependence on Him, recognizing that apart from
Him, we can do nothing. This acknowledgment is the first step towards a fruitful
life. As we immerse ourselves in His Word and allow His teachings to shape our
thoughts and actions, we begin to embody the virtues of love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. These fruits of the
Spirit not only enrich our own lives but also touch the lives of those around us,

creating a ripple effect of transformation.
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Faith is not static; it is a living and active force that
compels us to engage with the world in meaningful ways.
The fruits we bear serve as a beacon of hope in a world
that often feels lost and broken. By extending grace to
others, demonstrating kindness in our actions, and
standing firm in our beliefs, we reflect the heart of Christ.
Our faith becomes a source of encouragement to those
who are searching for purpose, and our lives become a
canvas displaying the beauty of His love. In this way,
bearing fruit in faith is both a personal and communal
experience, inviting others to partake in the divine nature

that has transformed us.

As we navigate the trials and tribulations of life, it is
essential to remember that bearing fruit is not always
easy. There will be moments of pruning, where God
lovingly removes the things in our lives that hinder our
growth. These seasons can be painful, yet they are
necessary for our spiritual maturation. Just as a gardener
prunes a vine to encourage new growth, God works in us
to refine our character and deepen our reliance on Him.
Embracing these moments with faith allows us to
emerge stronger and more fruitful, ready to fulfill the

unique calling He has placed on our lives.



Bearing fruit in faith is a lifelong journey that requires perseverance and
commitment. Each step we take toward Christ brings us closer to the abundant
life He promised. As we continue to experience the divine kiss of His grace and
the transformative power of the cross, we find ourselves increasingly capable of
reflecting His glory. Our lives become a testament to His faithfulness, inspiring
others to seek their own relationship with Him. In this way, we are not merely
called to bear fruit but to become vessels of His love, demonstrating the beauty

of the crown that awaits us in eternity.
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Scripture
Study

Key Scripture:
John 19:28-30,
Matthew 27:50-54
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Three Key
Themes

1. The Last Words
of Jesus: A
Proclamation of

Victory

As Jesus hung on the cross, He
uttered several powerful
statements, but none more
significant than “It is finished”
(John 19:30). In Greek, the phrase
is tetelestai, which means “paid in
full.” This was not a cry of defeat
but a declaration of
accomplishment. Jesus had
fulfilled the law, satisfied divine
justice, and completed the work
of redemption. The debt of sin
had been paid once and for all.
Jesus’ final words remind us that
salvation is not based on human
effort but on His completed work.
We do not need to strive for
righteousness; rather, we are
invited to rest in the finished work

of Christ.



2. The Darkness and the Rending of the Veil

Crucifixion was a brutal method of execution used by the Romans to inflict
maximum suffering. Victims were nailed through the wrists and feet, causing
immense pain and slow suffocation. The physical agony of the cross was
unimaginable, but the spiritual suffering was even greater—Jesus bore the full weight
of humanity’s sin. At the moment of Jesus’ death, the temple veil was torn from top

to bottom (Matthew 27:51).

This veil separated the Holy of Holies, the place of God’s presence, from the
people. Its tearing symbolized that through Jesus’ sacrifice, all who believe now
have direct access to God. No longer are priests or sacrifices needed—-Jesus, our

High Priest, has made the way open (Hebrews 10:19-22).

3. The Roman Centurion’s Confession

A Roman centurion, a hardened soldier who had witnessed countless executions, saw
the way Jesus died and declared, “Truly this was the Son of God” (Matthew 27:54). This
moment is significant because it demonstrates that even a Gentile, an outsider to the
Jewish faith, could recognize the truth of who Jesus was. His statement foreshadowed

the spread of the gospel to all nations.
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Biblical Insights

The words “It is finished” (John 19:30) are among the most powerful in all of
Scripture. In Greek, the phrase is Tetelestai, meaning “paid in full.” Jesus was not
simply announcing the end of His suffering—He was declaring that the work of
salvation had been completed. The debt of sin was fully paid, and the way to

eternal life was secured.

At the moment of Jesus’ death, supernatural events occurred. The earth shook,
rocks split, and the temple veil was torn from top to bottom. This veil had
separated the Holy of Holies—the place of God’s presence-from the rest of the
temple. Its tearing symbolized that through Jesus, direct access to God was now

available to all who believe.

Roman soldiers, hardened men accustomed to witnessing death, were deeply
affected. One centurion exclaimed, “Surely He was the Son of God!” (Matthew
27:54). Even in His final moments, Jesus’ identity was revealed to those who had

previously mocked Him.
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Reflection Questions

1.

What does Jesus’ statement “It is finished” mean for your
personal faith?

How does knowing that Jesus paid the full price for sin affect
the way you live?

What does the tearing of the veil mean for your personal
access to God?

What does it mean that the price of sin was “paid in full™?

How should we respond to Jesus’ complete sacrifice in our
daily lives?

Your Answers

Feel free to write down your answers or any after-reading insights and thoughts.

1.

2
3.
4
5
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Daily Devotionals

Day 1 - Jesus’ Last Words (John 19:30)

What does “It is finished” mean for your faith?

Day 2 - The Veil is Torn (Hebrews 10:19-22)

How does Jesus give us direct access to God?

Day 3 - The Finished Work (Ephesians 2:8-9)

Why can’t we earn salvation?

Day 4 - Freedom in Christ (Galatians 5:1)

How does Jesus’ work free us from quilt?

Day 5 - Living in Victory (Romans 8:37)

What does it mean to walk in victory daily?
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Memory Verse

-7 John 19:30 - "When Jesus had received the sour wine, he
said, ‘It is finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his
spirit.”

Hymn Suggestion

apd “Jesus Paid It All” - A declaration that Christ’'s work on
the cross is complete.

Prayer Exercise

g\ Prayer of Rest in Grace: Meditate on what it means that
Jesus’ work is “finished.” Release any quilt or striving, resting
in His grace.

Bible Map
? The Cross to the Tomb of Joseph of Arimathea

Shows where Jesus was buried after His crucifixion.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ymkl0t0FOcw
https://truthinscripture.net/2017/07/29/where-were-jesus-death-and-resurrection-conclusion/

Journaling Prompt

Write a letter to Jesus expressing your gratitude for the cross.
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Daily Taking Up the Cross

To embrace the journey of faith is to accept the daily challenge of taking up the cross. This
act is not merely a ritual; it is a profound commitment that defines our relationship with
Christ. Each morning, when we rise, we are invited to lay aside our burdens and desires,
choosing instead to carry the weight of our cross. This weight may manifest as trials,
sacrifices, or the call to serve others selflessly. By doing so, we are not only following Christ’s

example but also deepening our understanding of love, mercy, and grace in our own lives.

Taking up the cross daily means embracing our vulnerabilities and acknowledging our
weaknesses. It requires us to confront the areas of our lives that resist transformation. In
doing so, we allow ourselves to be shaped by the hands of the Divine. Each struggle
becomes an opportunity for growth, each challenge a lesson in humility. When we willingly
accept our crosses, we find strength in our dependence on God, allowing His power to work
through us. This journey is not about perfection; rather, it is about the authenticity of our

walk with Christ, where our shortcomings draw us closer to Him.




In a world that often glorifies self-
sufficiency, the act of taking up the
cross stands countercultural. It calls us
to lay down our pride and embrace a
posture of servitude. This daily
surrender is an invitation to participate
in a divine narrative that transcends
our personal ambitions. As we align
our hearts with the heartbeat of Christ,
we discover that true fulfillment lies
not in what we can achieve but in how
we can serve. Every act of kindness,
every moment of patience, and every
expression of love becomes a

reflection of His grace in our lives.

As we navigate our daily lives, the act of
taking up the cross also provides a source of
hope. In moments of despair or uncertainty,
we can look to the cross as a symbol of
victory over sin and death. It reminds us that
suffering is not in vain; rather, it is part of a
beautiful tapestry woven by the Creator. With
each step we take, we are reminded that we
are not alone in our struggles. Christ walks
with us, bearing our burdens and illuminating
our path. This daily act of faith transforms
our perspective, allowing us to see beyond
our immediate circumstances to the eternal

joy that awaits us.
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Taking up the cross is a call to action—a daily
invitation to live out our faith boldly. It
challenges us to embody the principles of
love, sacrifice, and grace in all aspects of our
lives. As we commit to this journey, we
discover that the crown awaits those who
carry their crosses faithfully. In each act of
obedience, we are being prepared for our
heavenly reward, a reminder that our trials
are temporary but our legacy of faith is
eternal. Through the daily act of taking up
the cross, we are transformed, and in that
transformation, we become beacons of hope
in a world longing for the divine kiss of love

and grace.



The Power of Community

In the journey of faith, the power of community emerges as a transformative force
that shapes our understanding of the divine. Within the embrace of community, we
discover a reflection of the love and grace that the Cross symbolizes. It is here that we
experience the profound truth that we are not alone in our struggles or our triumphs.
Each person, with their unique story and experiences, contributes to a collective
tapestry woven with threads of hope, support, and encouragement. The Divine Kiss,
which brings us closer to God, also invites us to engage deeply with one another,

fostering relationships that mirror the unconditional love Christ has for us.

Communities grounded in faith create safe spaces where individuals can share their
burdens and joys. In these sacred gatherings, vulnerability becomes a strength rather
than a weakness. When we gather to pray, worship, and study together, we are reminded
of the power of collective faith. The stories of transformation and redemption shared
among us serve as powerful testimonies of God’'s work in our lives. It becomes evident
that the Cross is not merely a symbol of sacrifice but also a catalyst for building

connections that uplift and inspire us to grow in our faith.

As we navigate the complexities of life, it is often the encouragement from our
community that propels us forward. The journey of faith is rarely linear; it is filled with
peaks and valleys that can challenge our resolve. In those moments of doubt and
uncertainty, the voices of our community act as a reminder of God’s promises. When
we gather together, we are infused with strength that reminds us to press on. This
shared resilience not only fortifies our individual journeys but also cultivates a spirit of

unity that echoes the call of the Crown we are destined to wear as children of God.
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Moreover, the power of community lies in its ability to empower us to serve beyond
ourselves. In the presence of like-minded believers, we are inspired to take action,
to extend our reach beyond our immediate circles, and to impact the world around
us. Acts of service become expressions of our faith, demonstrating the love of
Christ in tangible ways. As we unite in purpose, we embody the essence of the
Divine Kiss, sharing the message of hope and salvation with those who may still be
searching for their place in the Kingdom. Together, we become vessels of God’s

grace, shining brightly in a world that desperately needs it.

The power of community is a divine gift that enhances our spiritual journey. It
teaches us to love deeply, to forgive readily, and to support one another in ways that
reflect the heart of Christ. As we embrace this gift, we are reminded of our calling to
live in harmony with one another, recognizing that each person is an integral part of
the body of Christ. In our unity, we find strength, and in our shared faith, we discover
the fullness of life that God has intended for us. The journey to the Crown is not
meant to be walked alone; it is a path best traveled together, hand in hand, heart to

heart.
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Witnessing
Through Love

In the sacred journey of faith, witnessing
through love becomes a profound
expression of our relationship with the
Divine. It is through love that we manifest
the transformative power of the Cross in
our lives, illuminating the path that leads
us to our ultimate calling—the Crown. This
love is not merely a feeling; it is an active
choice, a commitment that compels us to
reach out to others, reflecting the heart of
Christ in every interaction. When we
embrace this love, we become vessels of
God'’s grace, sharing His light in a world

often shrouded in darkness.
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The essence of witnessing through love is

rooted in the understanding that we are

called to model the sacrificial love
demonstrated by Jesus. Each act of

kindness, each word of encouragement,
becomes a testimony to the work of the
Cross in our hearts. This love invites
others to experience the same
transformative journey, drawing them
closer to the truth of the Gospel. We are
reminded that love is not limited to grand
gestures; even the smallest acts of

compassion can resonate deeply within a

weary soul, inspiring hope and healing.

As we navigate our daily lives, we encounter
countless opportunities to witness through

love. It may be in the simple act of lending a

listening ear to a friend in need or offering a
helping hand to a stranger. Each moment
presents a chance to demonstrate the love
that Christ extends to us. In these
interactions, we embody the spirit of the
Cross, reminding ourselves and others that
we are called to be the hands and feet of
Jesus, bringing His love into tangible reality.
Our willingness to engage with the world

around us in love speaks volumes about our
faith.



Moreover, witnessing through love
requires us to cultivate an authentic
relationship with God. It is through this
intimate connection that we are filled with
His love, enabling us to overflow with
compassion toward others. Prayer,
meditation, and immersion in Scripture
fortify our spirits, allowing us to reflect the
light of Christ more brightly. As we grow
in understanding of His love for us, we are
empowered to share that love in a way
that transcends our limitations and fears.
This divine empowerment transforms not
only our lives but also the lives of those

we encounter.

Witnessing through love is a divine calling
that aligns perfectly with the message of
"The Kiss, The Cross & The Crown.” As we
embrace our identity as beloved children of
God, we recognize that our love has the
power to change hearts and lives. It is
through love that we fulfill our purpose,
becoming ambassadors of hope and grace in
a world yearning for connection and
redemption. The journey toward the Crown is
paved with the love we extend to others, a
testament to the transformative work of the

Cross in our lives.
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Scripture Study

Key Scripture:
Matthew 28:1-10,
John 20:11-29

Three Key
Themes

1. The Empty Tomb:
The Power of the

Resurrection

After Jesus’ death, Joseph of Arimathea, a
member of the Sanhedrin who secretly
followed Jesus, requested His body and laid it in
a new tomb (Luke 23:50-53). Roman guards
were stationed there to prevent any claims of
resurrection. Yet, on the third day, the stone
was rolled away, and the tomb was empty

(Matthew 28:5-6).

The resurrection is the cornerstone of the
Christian faith. As Paul writes, “If Christ has not
been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in
your sins” (1 Corinthians 15:17). The empty tomb
confirms that Jesus’ sacrifice was accepted, and

death has been conquered.
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2. Encounters with the Risen
Christ

Jesus did not merely rise in secret—He appeared to many

witnesses:

e Mary Magdalene (John 20:11-18): She was the first to see
the risen Christ, highlighting His love and inclusion of

women in His ministry.

e The Disciples on the Road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35):
Jesus walked with two disciples who were disheartened,
revealing that He was alive and that all of Scripture

pointed to Him.

e Thomas and the Wounds (John 20:24-29): Thomas
doubted, but Jesus met him in his skepticism, showing His
hands and side. This encounter reminds us that Jesus

meets us where we are in our faith journey.

Each of these appearances demonstrates that Jesus’
resurrection was not metaphorical but a real, bodily
event. His victory over death provides hope for eternal

life.



3. The Great Commission: A Call to
Action

Before ascending to heaven, Jesus gave His disciples the Great Commission: “Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that |
have commanded you. And behold, | am with you always, to the end of the age”

(Matthew 28:19-20).
This command is the foundation of Christian mission. Jesus did not rise from the

dead for a select few—His gospel is for the whole world. As His followers, we are

called to share the message of salvation and make disciples.
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Reflection Questions

1.

Why is the resurrection essential to the Christian faith?

How do the different encounters with the risen Christ (Mary,
Thomas, Emmaus disciples) speak to different types of fait
struggles?

What does the Great Commission mean for you personally?

Why do you think Jesus first appeared to Mary Magdalene?

What are practical ways we can fulfill the Great Commission
in our own communities?

Your Answers

Feel free to write down your answers or any after-reading insights and thoughts.

1.

2
3.
4
5
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Biblical Insights

On the third day, as the first rays of
dawn touched the tomb, an
earthquake shook the ground. The
stone sealing Jesus’ burial place was
rolled away—not so Jesus could exit,
but so the world could witness that He
had risen. The first to arrive were Mary
Magdalene and the other women.
They were greeted by an angel who
proclaimed, “He is not here; He has

risen, just as He said.” (Matthew 28:6).

The fact that women were the first
witnesses to the resurrection is
significant. In first-century Jewish
society, women'’s testimony was not
considered legally valid, yet God chose
them as the first messengers of the
greatest news in history. This
highlights the inclusivity of the gospel

—salvation is for all.

Jesus later appeared to His disciples,
including Thomas, who doubted until
he placed his hands in Jesus’ wounds

(John 20:27).
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Jesus gently rebuked him, saying, “Blessed
are those who have not seen and yet have
believed.” (John 20:29). This statement speaks
to all believers today, affirming that faith is
not based on sight but on trust in God’s

promises.



Daily Devotionals

Day 1 — The Empty Tomb: Proof of the Resurrection
(Matthew 28:1-7)

How does the empty tomb confirm Jesus’ victory over sin and death?

Day 2 - Mary Magdalene’s Encounter: A Personal
Savior (John 20:11-18)

How has Jesus personally shown Himself to you in difficult moments?

Day 3 - The Road to Emmaus: Recognizing
Christ in Our Journey (Luke 24:13-35)

What prevented the disciples from recognizing Jesus?

Day 4 - Thomas’ Doubt: From Skeptic to Believer
(John 20:24-29)

How does Jesus’ response encourage those who struggle with doubt
today?

Day 5 - Living in Victory (Romans 8:37)

What does it mean to “make disciples of all nations™?
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Memory Verse

-7 Matthew 28:6 - "He is not here, for he has risen, as
he said. Come, see the place where he lay.”

Hymn Suggestion

s “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” - A joyful hymn
celebrating the resurrection.

Prayer Exercise

A, Prayer of Resurrection Power: Ask God to renew your
faith and bring new life to areas where you need His
restoration.

Bible Map

® Tomb of Jesus to Galilee

Shows the places Jesus appeared after the resurrection.

Page 83


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fDDn_abC-N4
https://www.thebiblejourney.org/biblejourney1/6-jesuss-last-journey-to-jerusalem/jesus-rises-from-the-tomb/

Journaling Prompt

Reflect on a time you felt distant from Jesus. How did He
reveal Himself to you?
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Waiting for His Return




The Joy of Obedience

Obedience is often viewed through a lens of
restriction, but in the context of faith, it transforms
into a beautiful expression of love and trust. When we
choose to align our will with God’s, we step into a
realm of divine joy that surpasses worldly
understanding. This joy stems from recognizing that
obedience is not merely about following rules, but
about embracing a relationship grounded in faith.
Each act of obedience becomes an opportunity to
experience the divine kiss of grace, illuminating our

path and quiding us toward the crown of eternal life.

In the journey of faith, every command of God is an
invitation to deeper communion with Him. Just as a
child delights in pleasing a loving parent, our hearts
can rejoice in fulfilling God'’s desires. This joy is not
contingent on circumstances; rather, it flourishes in
the soil of faith, nurtured by the understanding that
our obedience is a response to His love. When we
adhere to His teachings, we not only honor Him but
also unlock the fullness of life He promises. The
transformative power of obedience reveals the depth
of His affection, melding our hearts with His divine

purpose.
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This transformative journey often requires us to surrender our own understanding and
embrace a divine perspective. In times of doubt or struggle, we may question the
wisdom behind certain commands. Yet, in those very moments, the joy of obedience
shines brightest. It is in these challenges that we discover the profound truth:
obedience is a pathway to freedom. As we relinquish our burdens, we find that the
weight of the world is lifted, replaced by the lightness of a heart aligned with God'’s will.

This surrender is not a loss; rather, it is a gain, as we walk hand in hand with our Creator.

The community of faith plays a pivotal role in nurturing the joy of
obedience. When we surround ourselves with fellow believers who
encourage and uplift, we create an environment where obedience
flourishes. Together, we can share testimonies of how obedience has led us
to unexpected blessings and deeper revelations of God’s character. This
collective experience reinforces our commitment and inspires us to pursue
a life marked by faithfulness. In this sacred community, we learn that
obedience is not a solitary endeavor but a shared journey toward the divine

crown awaiting us.




The joy of obedience culminates in a
profound sense of fulfillment. As we
navigate the trials and triumphs of life,
our commitment to obedience becomes
a testament to our faith. Each step taken
in faithful adherence to God’s word
deepens our relationship with Him,
paving the way for a life marked by
purpose and joy. In this dance of
obedience, we experience the divine kiss
that assures us of His presence and love.
As we move forward, let us embrace the
joy of obedience, knowing that it leads us
closer to our calling, our purpose, and the

crown that awaits us in eternity.
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The Reward of
Faithfulness

Faithfulness is a profound expression of love, a
commitment that transcends the trials and
tribulations of life. When we remain steadfast in our
beliefs, we align ourselves with a divine promise
that assures us of a reward beyond our imagination.
Just as a gardener patiently tends to seeds,
nurturing them through seasons of growth, our
faithfulness in the face of challenges cultivates a
deeper relationship with the divine. It is through
these moments of unwavering dedication that we
witness the blossoming of our spiritual journey,
transforming our doubts into certainties and our

fears into courage.

In the journey of faith, the cross serves as a
constant reminder of the sacrifices made for the
sake of love. Jesus, in His unwavering commitment
to humanity, exemplifies how faithfulness can lead
to redemption and restoration. His journey to the
cross was not merely an act of obedience but a
testament to the power of enduring love. When we
embrace the lessons of the cross, we understand
that faithfulness is not about avoiding hardship but
about holding onto hope even when the path is
unclear. This understanding allows us to navigate
our own trials with grace, knowing that our
faithfulness can mirror the divine love that brought

forth our salvation.



The kiss of divine grace is an intimate reminder of God’s
unwavering presence in our lives. It is in the quiet moments of
prayer, the heartfelt cries for help, and the joyful celebrations of
answered prayers that we experience this profound connection.
Each moment spent in faithfulness opens our hearts to receive
the blessings that come from a loving God. These moments act as
a gentle reminder that, while our faith may be tested, the rewards
of our steadfastness are rich and bountiful. We find ourselves
transformed, not just in our circumstances, but in our character,

reflecting the light of divine love to those around us.

As we remain faithful, we also begin to see the fruits of our labor
manifest in our lives. The rewards of faithfulness are not always
material but often come in the form of peace, joy, and a sense of
purpose. The crown that awaits us is not merely a symbol of
victory but a testament to the journey we have undertaken. It is
the culmination of our struggles, our perseverance, and our
willingness to trust in God’s plan. Each challenge we face and
overcome adds to the beauty of our crown, reminding us that
faithfulness is a journey filled with moments of growth and

transformation.

The reward of faithfulness is found in the relationship we cultivate with God. It is a
relationship built on trust, love, and the understanding that we are never alone in our
struggles. As we walk this path, we discover that our faithfulness is not just for our
benefit but serves to inspire others. We become beacons of hope, encouraging those
around us to embrace their own journeys with a renewed sense of purpose. In the
end, our faithfulness not only leads us to a crown but also helps us to share the divine

kiss of grace with a world in desperate need of love and redemption.
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Three Key
Themes

1. The Ascension:
Jesus’ Return to the
Father

Forty days after His resurrection, Jesus
led His disciples to the Mount of Olives,

where He ascended into heaven (Acts

1:9-11). His ascension was not just a

° farewell; it was the fulfillment of His
Scripture

mission. Jesus had completed His work

Stu dy on earth and was returning to His

. rightful place at the right hand of the
Key Scripture: S

Matthew 28:1-10,
John 20:11-29 However, the angels’ words to the

disciples were clear: “This same Jesus,
who has been taken from you into
heaven, will come back in the same way
you have seen Him go” (Acts 1:11). This
promise affirms that Jesus’ story is not

over—He will return as King.
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2. The Role of the Holy Spirit

Before departing, Jesus promised His disciples the Holy Spirit, saying, “But you will
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you” (Acts 1:8). This promise was

fulfilled at Pentecost when the Spirit descended on the believers (Acts 2:1-4).

The Holy Spirit is our guide, teacher, and source of strength as we wait for Christ’s

return. Through Him, we are empowered to live holy lives and share the gospel.

3. Living in Expectation: The Call to Be Ready

Jesus frequently taught about His return, warning His followers to be
watchful and prepared (Matthew 24:42-44). The parables of the wise and
foolish virgins (Matthew 25:1-13) and the talents (Matthew 25:14-30)
emphasize that while we wait, we must remain faithful and diligent in our

walk with God.

Waiting for Christ’s return is not a passive activity; it is a call to active faith.
We are to love God, serve others, and share the good news. As Paul writes
in Philippians 3:20, “Our citizenship is in heaven, and we eagerly await a

Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ.”
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Biblical Insights

After His resurrection, Jesus spent forty days teaching His
disciples before ascending into heaven. His final
command, known as the Great Commission, was clear:
“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | have
commanded you.” (Matthew 28:19-20).

As the disciples watched Jesus ascend, two angels
appeared, proclaiming that He would return in the same
way. This promise of Christ’s return gives hope to
believers, reminding us that history is moving toward His

ultimate reign.

While we await His return, we are not called to passivity
but to action. The mission of spreading the gospel
continues, and we are each called to be His witnesses

(Matthew 28:6).

The words “It is finished” (John 19:30) are among the
most powerful in all of Scripture. In Greek, the phrase is
Tetelestai, meaning “paid in full.” Jesus was not simply
announcing the end of His suffering—He was declaring
that the work of salvation had been completed. The debt
of sin was fully paid, and the way to eternal life was

secured.



Reflection Questions

1. How does Jesus’ ascension impact our understanding of His
role today?

2. In what ways does the promise of Jesus’ return affect the
way you live?

3. How can we remain spiritually prepared for His return?

4, How can we balance waiting for Christ’s return with actively
serving others?

5, Ho_w?does the presence of the Holy Spirit empower us as we
walt:

Your Answers

Feel free to write down your answers or any after-reading insights and thoughts.

1.

2
3.
4
5
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Daily Devotionals

Day 1 - The Ascension: Jesus’ Promise of Return
(Acts 1:6-11)

How does the promise of Jesus’ return shape how you live today?

Day 2 - The Gift of the Holy Spirit (John 14:16-17)

How does the Holy Spirit empower believers while we wait for Christ’s
return?

Day 3 - Living in Readiness (Matthew 24:42-44)

What does it mean to be spiritually prepared for Christ’s second coming?

Day 4 - The Purpose of the Church While Waiting
(Ephesians 4:11-16)

How can we build and strengthen the body of Christ as we await His
return?

Day 5 - Hope in the Second Coming
(1 Thessalonians 4:16-18)

How does the promise of Christ’s return give hope in times of struggle?
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Memory Verse

-7 Acts 111 - "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into
heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into
heaven.”

Hymn Suggestion

)8 “Soon and Very Soon” - A song of hope about Jesus’
return.

Prayer Exercise

g\ Prayer of Expectancy: Pray for a heart that longs for
Jesus’ return and seeks to live in readiness.

Bible Map

? Mount of Olives - The Ascension

Marks where Jesus ascended and where He will return.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n3lVEpTotsw
https://www.generationword.com/jerusalem101/12-mount-olives.html

Journaling Prompt

How do you envision Jesus’ return? What emotions does it
stir in you?
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Final Thoughts & Personal Challenge

This study has taken us through Jesus’ journey from betrayal
to resurrection and ascension. As you reflect on His life, ask
yourself:

1. What is one key truth that has transformed your faith
during this study?

2. How will you apply these lessons in your everyday walk
with Christ?

3. Who in your life needs to hear about Jesus, and how can
you be a witness to them?

May this study strengthen your
relationship with Christ and inspire you
to follow in His footsteps boldly and
faithfully.
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Notes
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A journey of love, sacrifice, and
ultimate victory.

In this deeply reflective bible study, The Kiss, The Cross & The Crown takes readers
through the powerful moments of Christ’s passion—betrayal, suffering, and triumph.
From the kiss of Judas to the weight of the cross, and finally, to the crown of glory,
each chapter invites you to meditate on the profound meaning of Easter and the

transformative power of Christ’s love.

Perfect as a companion to the podcast mini-series, this bible study is designed to
deepen your faith and encourage a life of surrender, grace, and hope. Whether
you're preparing for Easter or seeking spiritual renewal, this journey will inspire you

to embrace the divine kiss of grace, carry your cross with purpose, and set your eyes

on the crown that awaits.




